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Letters to the Editors 





Urges Forbearance, Patience and Goodwill 





In Re: The Assembly’s Action 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


The recent meeting of our General As- 
sembly is the most significant, momentous, 
far-reaching of any meeting since the first 
one in 1861. Matters controversial were 
on the agenda—not only the question of 
reunion, but also that of segregation. The 
fine spirit in which these controversial 
matters were handled is ample evidence 
that the many prayers for the Holy 
Spirit’s guidance were answered. 

Feelings were strong, situations were 
tense, but matters did not get out of 
hand. The recent decision of the Supreme 
Court on segregation in the public schools 
highlighted interest in the racial ques- 
tion. The Council on Church Relations 
of the Board of Church Extension had 
prepared a thoughtful paper—‘‘A State- 
ment to Southern Christians,” copies of 
which were distributed. This is the best 
statement that I have ever seen. It ought 
to be required reading for every pastor 
and officer, as well as member, of our 
church, and perhaps also of some other 
churches. All of our church papers would 
doubtless be willing to print this state 
ment in full (OuTLooK, June 28). 

The action of the General Assembly 
concerning non-segregation was advisory 
in character, holding up the Christian 


ideal before the trustees of Assembly 
institutions, our church colleges, our 
conferences, and our churches. It is ex- 


pected, however, that if we ever take 
seriously the two Great Commandments 
—loving God with all our hearts and 
loving our neighbors as ourselves—that 
our attitude will be changed towards all 
men. 

Misinformation, pride, prejudice, unfair- 
ness, and illwill are not conducive to car- 
rying out the will of our Heavenly Father. 

This incident has just come to my at- 
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Thousands More 
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Let Presbyterians Reunite!* 
(Continued from last issue) 
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tention. A fine young man with a good 
background, an alumnus of Southwestern 
and Union Seminary in Richmond, has 
had two pastorates. He has been at his 
present church for six years. He was a 
commissioner to the General Assembly 
this year. He went, listened, cooperated, 
and voted as he was led by the Holy 
Spirit. 
sion told him that he should not have 
voted his own convictions, but that he 
should have voted as the Session or the 
church felt. They tqld him, further, that 
in view of this situation it would be well 
for him to secure another pastorate not 
later than September 30, 1954. The young 
man will have no difficulty in getting an- 
other church. That sort of thing, it is 
hoped, is not occurring elsewhere in our 
church. If it is, there is all the more 
reason for reading carefully “A Statement 
to Southern Christians,” and the earnest 
cultivation and practice of the Christian 
graces of forbearance, patience, humility, 
and persistent goodwill. 
Cuas. E. DIEHL. 

Memphis, Tenn. 

Note—Dr. ‘Diehl, president emeritus of 
Southwestern, was moderator of the 1941 
Assembly. 


Defeat Would Prolong 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


Do not all Christians in general and 
Presbyterians in particular believe that 
the true Church of Jesus Christ is neces- 
sarily One Body—Christ’s Body? Because 
we who favor union do believe this to be 
true and believe profoundly that unneces- 
sary wounds and divisions in Christ’s 
Body are inexcusable and sinful, and be- 
cause we believe God has been drawing 
these three negotiating members of His 
Body closer together, we beg everybody 
concerned to realize that we intend to stay 
together and in God’s own good time to 
manifest this “togetherness” in organic 
union. 

If we do not succeed in ’55, we shall of 
course NOT do the un-Presbyterian thing 
of pulling out or attempting any separatist 
rebellion, but we shall continue to exercise 
our Presbyterian freedom and express our 
Presbyterian conviction by trying again 
n ’56 and again in ’57 and still again in 
58! No issue is settled until it is settled 
right. 

By an almost unanimous vote the As- 
semblies of both the USA and United 
Churches have voted in favor of this 
union. By a majority of over 63% our 
own Assembly approved it. And the few 
in our church who are “on the fence” 
and tempted to vote with the minority on 
the false assumption that our failure to 
receive a three-fourths majority vote of 
the presbyteries now will settle this issue 
permanently, should know that this is in- 
deed a false assumption and that they are 
only helping to prolong the struggle! 

Because a large majority of us are now 
convinced and apt to remain convinced 
that the reunion of these three branches 
of the Presbyterian Family is the will of 
God for our generation, this issue obvious- 
ly will not be settled until the reunion is 
approved and consummated. 

ATHOL D. CLoup. 
Stockton, Ala. 


When he returned home his Ses-' 


Come to West Jefferson 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


As the student supply pastor of the 
Obids Presbyterian Church I would like 
to extend an invitation to those who have 
labored in this church to the 50th anni- 
versary service, which will be held on 
July 11. 

We are trying to write all the former 
pastors and give them a special invita- 
tion, but there is a good chance we may 
over look some one and we were won- 
dering if you would put this invitation 
in your next issue. 

This anniversary will start at 11 o’clock 
on Sunday morning. I would like to 
request that those who are planning to 
attend to write and inform me of their 
coming. There will be a picnic lunch 
after the service. 

RUSSELL BURNS. 
West Jefferson, N. C. 


Enthusiasm for Kell Talk 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


The writer has been a member of the 
Presbyterian Church for nearly sixty 
years and an elder for more than twenty- 
five years. The article appearing in the 
June 21, 1954, issue of THE PrespyTERIAN 
OvurTLook written and delivered by Robert 
E. Kell at the General Assembly at Mon- 
treat, N. C., represents one of the finest 
sermons I have ever read or listened to. 
In fact, it is so rich in simple Christian 
philosophy and so exceedingly pertinent 
to all members of the church that I would 
like to see it published in all leading 
papers and magazines, copies should be 
posted in all churches, schools, colleges 
and universities as well as in our legisla- 
tive halls. It is a real thrill to read it 
and I am convinced that the public-at- 
large would be greatly blessed and bene- 
fited by the great lesson taught in this 
sermon. 

I am of the same race, religion, political 
party and a great admirer of our Presi- 
dent Dwight Eisenhower; believe the 
peoples of all races, creeds and political 
parties should feel a sense of humble pride 
in our President, but I sincerely hope he’ll 
not run against this man Robert E. Kell. 
It would be exceedingly difficult for me to 
choose between the two great men. 

The 50 copies for $1 is very, very cheap. 
The dollar is enclosed and I shall dis- 
tribute these copies where I believe they 
are most needed. May the God of all grace 
and wisdom richly bless this outstanding 
servant. 

A. H. Supper. 
Martinsburg, W. Va. 


e Others say it like this: 

50 copies.—Tuscaloosa, Ala. 
25 —Crockett, Texas. 

100 —Chicago, III. 

50 —Corinth, Miss. 

25 —Atlanta, Ga., etc. 


Price: 12 for 35c (minimum) 50 for $1. 


Miller, Too 


As above, response to the Donald Miller 
talk has been enthusiastic, so that reprints 
of it are now available. Called, Tradition 
vs. the Word of God, it offers the Biblical 
basis for the Assembly’s de-segregation 
action. 

Orders run like this: 

100 copies. — Rockwood, Tenn. 

100 — Johns Island, S. C. 

125 — Crockett, Texas, etc., etc. 


12 for 25c; 50 or more 1c each. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK re-entered as second-class matter June 15, 1910, at the postoffice at Richmond, Va., under the act 
of March 3, 1879. Published weekly on Monday by Presbyterian of the South, Inc., 1 North Sixth Street. Richmond ‘19, Virginia, except 


first week, January, and fourth week, August. 


Telephone 2-9492; night, 4-5554. 


10¢ a copy, $4.00 a year. 


Foreign postage $1 extra. 
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LATE NEWS 


RCs: No Evanston 


Cuicaco (RNS)—A pastoral letter 
which, in effect, forbids Chicago Roman 
Catholics to attend the World Council of 
Churches’ Second Assembly at Evanston, 
Ill., next month was issued here by Sam- 
uel Cardinal Stritch. 

The Cardinal, who is Archbishop of 
Chicago, declared: 

“We wish it to be clearly understood 
that the faithful of the Church are not 
permitted to attend the assemblies or con- 
ventions of non-Catholic organizations 
or councils.” 





East Alabama Rushes Vote 


Despite Assembly-authorized procedure 
(voting after January 1), East Alabama 
Presbytery at its summer meeting voted 
against the proposed Presbyterian re- 
union, by a reported count of 55-10. 
Other presbyteries, recognized as prob- 
ably opposed to union have nevertheless 
accepted the Assembly schedule of action. 

The Kosciusko, Miss., session, in a 
communication signed by Erskine L. 
Jackson and addressed to other Central 
Mississippi sessions, is asking similar 
procedure ‘“‘so that we may go forward 
to more fruitful activities in the Lord’s 
service.” 


Loyal Group Gets Property 


The minority of the McCarter congre- 
gation, Greenville, S. C., has been award- 
ed the church property by the Court of 
Equity. This year-long dispute resulted 
in upholding the Presbyterian form of 
government and denied the property to 
the group, now an independent church. 


Birthday Gift: $168,845 


The Montreat announcement at the 
women’s training school showed the an- 
nual birthday gift by Women of the 
Church as $168,845, for Church Exten- 
sion, going to Goodland Indian Orphan- 
age, Guerrant (Ky.) Presbytery work, 
and Radio and Television. 


Union Committee 


Officers elected by the Assembly’s 
Committee on Cooperation and Union at 
the mid-summer meeting are: Frank H. 
Caldwell, Louisville Seminary president, 
chairman, succeeding the late Thomas 
Kay Young; Albert J. Kissling, Jackson- 
ville, Fla., vice-chairman; Wm. E. Phi- 
fer, Kansas City, Mo., secretary. 


The Inquiring Reporter Asks the Moderators About . 


THE SEGREGATION ACTION 


DonaLp W. RICHARDSON, Richmond, 
Va., Moderator, 1943—In the light of 
God’s word and in the spirit of Christ 
it was impossible for our General Assem- 
bly to take any other position than that 
which it did take with reference to the 
oneness of all Christians in the Body of 
Christ. 

J. B. Green, Avondale Estates, Ga., 
Moderator, 1946—The action of the As- 
sembly in regard to segregation was not 
mandatory, but commendatory. Hence 
sessions and presbyteries may disregard 
the Assembly’s action. Yet the wisdom 
of doing so may be seriously questioned. 
For it is fair to assume that the Assem- 
bly was guided by the Spirit of God. 
If so, disregard or defiance of the As- 
sembly’s action may be disregard or de- 
fiance of the Spirit of God. The Spirit 
of God cannot be supposed to move the 
highest court in one direction and the 
lower courts in the opposite direction. I 
trust that our sessions and presbyteries 
will take counsel of the city clerk of 
Ephesus and not do anything rash, any- 
thing un-Christian. Nay, I hope that 
our brethren will take counsel of the 
Court of Heaven before they act to ob- 
struct a movement of so great importance. 

J. R. Cunnincuam, Davidson, N. C., 
Moderator, 1947—Both Scripture and 


sensitive Christian conscience support the 
recent action of our Assembly on segrega- 
tion in the churches. Let us pray for 
wisdom and courage to do our duty. 
James Ross McCarn, Decatur, Ga., 
Moderator, 1951—The last General As- 
sembly in dealing with segregation pro- 
ceeded on the highest Biblical teachings 
to endorse idealistic Christian relations, 
very much as our Lord Jesus in the Ser- 
mon on the Mount set forth standards of 
relations one to another which have not 
yet been attained. The conclusions 
reached by the Assembly are not binding 
in any way. They are given by way of 
exhortation and advice. It is not neces- 
sary for synods, presbyteries, local 
churches or institutions to take any def- 
inite actions or to pass any resolutions 
either in support of or in opposition to 
the Assembly declarations. In many 
cases it will probably be wise to await 
developments both on national, state and 
local levels before sessions or trustees 
suggest any formal debate on the matter. 
Conditions are far from uniform in va- 
rious parts of our church. It is my belief 
that patience and forbearance, with the 
seeking of God’s will for guidance, will 
in his own time make clear any steps 
which may need to be taken in any given 
case. (Dr. Diehl’s statement, page 2) 


Rural Church Awards Given to 


Many Presbyterian, U. 


In addition to three state awards won 
by Presbyterian, U. S., churches as 
*“Rural Churches of the Year” (OvutT- 
LOOK, June 28), Robert M. McGehee, 
Baker, La., was designated Louisiana’s 
“Minister of the Year,” and a number of 
churches won second and third place 
awards. 


Dr. McGehee, pastor in Baker since 
1952, was one of those chosen in four- 
teen Southern states on the basis of (1) 
Doing an effective job in leading the 
church in developing its program; (2) 
participation in community activities; 
and (3) beng active in the overall rural 
church movement. 


Other Presbyterian ministers win- 
ning like recognition were: Robert G. 
Foster (A.R.P.), Allsboro, Ala., Frank 
B. Edwards (A.R.P.), Millington, 


S., Churches 


Tenn.; and E. C. Cargill (Presbyterian, 
USA), Italy, Texas. 

In addition, the Baker church, of 
which Dr. McGehee is pastor, won the 
second place award in Louisiana. 

Besides the first place winners pre- 
viously reported here (Chestnut Moun- 
tain, Flowery Branch, Ga.; Crestview, 
Fla.; Prospect church, Mooresville, 
N. C.) these Presbyterian churches won 
honors in the contest: 

Second place in their respective states: 
Baker, La.; Chicod, Greenville, N. C. 
(E. Lee Willingham); Dekalb, Miss. 
(Wilkes D. McCauley); Fairfield and 
Reddick, Fla. (Thomas M. Dews); 
Friendship church, Laurens, S. C. (B. S. 
Hughes); Paint Lick, Ky. (James A. 
Booth); Raceland, La. (R. E. Kil- 
gore); Springhill, La. (Palmer W. Delo- 
teus); Wynne, Ark. (R. Davis Thomas). 








Seven third-place awards went to these: 
Broken Bow, Okla. (R. R. Craig); 
Fondren Memorial, Wynne, Ark. (R. 
Davis Thomas); Mena, Ark. (David B. 
Davies); McAfee, Ky. (Geo. M. Coo- 
ley); Raphine, Va. (R. G. Hutcheson, 
Sr.); Philadelphia church, Matthews, 
N. C. (Russell M. Kerr); Zachary, La. 
(C. J. Matthews). 

Out of the first place winners in the 
respective states a final winner will be 
announced July 21, based on which con- 
gregation has “done the most with what 
it had to begin with in creating its own 
church, community and world-centered 
program.” The winner will receive an 
additional $300, besides the $300 going 
to each state winner. Second place 
awards within the states are $100; third, 
$50. 


Under 5,000 Population 

A total of 846 churches entered this 
year’s contest which is sponsored by 
Emory University and the Sears Roebuck 
Foundation. Any church in rural areas 
or in towns with less than 5,000 popula- 
tion is eligible to enter. 

The three state Presbyterian winners 
have these achievements to their credit: 

Chestnut Mountain, Flowery Branch, 
Ga. (Matthew McGowan): A new build- 
ing, begun in March of this year; a full- 
time pastor; services every Sunday ; mem- 
bership, 71; started a community im- 
provement club and a Negro Sunday 
school; women in the congregation or- 
ganized a Women of the Church group 
and a home demonstration club (grow- 
ing out of the W-O-C group); Men of 
the Church led in establishing a Ruritan 
Club; youth fellowship meets weekly. 

First, Crestview, Fla. (J. M. Mc- 
Knight): (second successive year to win 
a first place; special emphasis on youth 
activities, maintaining a youth center: 
church is credited with helping toward 
a 95% drop in juvenile delinquency in 
Okaloosa County; air conditioned the 
sanctuary; purchased motion picture and 
sound equipment; made color movie- 
story of the church; shipped 40 pounds of 
clothes to Europe; corresponded with 
members in armed services and college; 
held open-air services and annual Bible 
camp. 

Prospect, Mooresville, N. C. (Carlyle 
A. McDonald): 131-year-old church has 
393 members, adding 29 during the year, 
largest number ever gained in a single 
year and reaching largest membership 
in the church’s history; 12th place in per 
capita giving in Concord Presbytery; 
built new manse; completed payments for 
the church building; held two Vacaticn 
Church Schools (one for Negroes and one 
for white children); organized Girl 
Scouts, Boy Scouts, Brownie Scout troop, 
Young Adult department; equipped 
church nursery, now on scheduled opera- 
tion; improved church building and 
grounds; began publication of church 
newspaper. 
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Alabama Sidesteps 
Segregation Issue 


While efforts to table the recommenda- 
tions on segregation failed in the General 
Assembly, they were successful (by less 
than 10 votes) in the meeting of the Sy- 
nod of Alabama. 

The report, presented by J. Will Or- 
mond, Tuscaloosa minister, for the Chris- 
tian Relations Committee, closely paral- 
leled that adopted by the Assembly. Chief 
discussion concerned this paragraph: 

“The church faces a challenge in these 
days to speak with prophetic voice. Al- 
ready the Federal Constitution, the Su- 
preme Court, and various secular organ- 
izations hae been more bold than has the 
Christian church in declaring that the 
segregation of the races by law is out of 
harmony with what the Bible teaches con- 
cern.ng the oneness of humanity. These 
secular agencies predicate their decisions 
on the unity of the human family by cre- 
ation. (The Christian church has a unity 
based upon a far higher faith: that of be- 
ing born again in Christ.) The church 
should witness to a divided world by 
practicing within its body the unity which 
it professes.” 

The sentence in parentheses (above) 
was finally inserted. Then the first rec- 
ommendation, calling for the church’s 
institutions of higher learning to adopt 
a policy of non-segregation was adopted. 
Alabama supports Southwestern at Mem- 
phis and Louisville and Columbia Sem- 
inaries but none within its bounds. 


Closer Home 

Then came one calling for the “total 
church program” and the various agencies 
and organizations to consider a similar 
policy and a word to session asking them 
to admit members ‘‘on the Scriptural 
basis of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ 
without reference to race.” These two 
caused trouble, for it was quickly sug- 
gested that this might mean the children’s 
home within the synod. Then, as for the 
membership reference, speakers said this 
was superfluous, indicating that sessions 
had refused membership to applicants 
contrary to the Book of Church Order— 
but no one was able to point to a church 
in the synod to prove that a congregation 
of one race had in its membership or fel- 
lowship any member of another race. 

These recommendations brought the 
issue pretty close home. Anyway, the 
temperature stood at 96 and the motion 
to table, made by some weary brother, 
looked like the way out. The vote was 
put and by fewer than 10 the report 
and recommendations were tabled. 

The weather was hot, discussions were 
long, vacations interferred, but attend- 
ance at the Shades Valley church in 
Mountain Brook broke previous records. 

G. Roland Sims, Anniston pastor, suc- 
ceeded Simril F. Bryant, Tuscaloosa, as 
Moderator; and Archie C. Smith, Vine 
Street church, Birmingham, is the nom- 
inee for next year. 

One of the most effective addresses of 


the meeting was by Louisville Seminary’s 
President Frank H. Caldwell who de- 
clared that in all its plans and programs, 
the General Assembly has a blind spot 
where ministerial education is concerned. 
If “instruments” are to be provided to 
implement the programs for growth and 
expansion, he said, it is up to the synods 
to provide them, since the education of 
ministers is dependent upon them and 
their vision. His appeal was effective, 
for the synod revised its three-year finan- 
cial campaign, conference grounds 
trustees postponed their $250,000 request 
to 1958-59, and Louisville Seminary is 
to get $150,000 and Southwestern, $250,- 
000 during the next three years, or what- 
ever proportion of those amounts is re- 
ceived. 

Alabama has done unusual work on be- 
half of its student population in recent 
years, over-subscribing a $250,000 effort. 
(It was pointed out by Gordon Palmer, 
treasurer, that the difference between a 
deficit and the surplus which is enjoyed 
was made possible by Presbyterian, USA, 
contributions of $10,799. 

A “quiet” campaign for $25,000 is to 
be carried on by the Student Work com- 
mittee on behalf of better equipment at 
the smaller colleges. 

Ed Payne Miller, Jr., who has been 
working in the Westminster Fellowship 
at the University, has been called as min- 
ister to students, succeeding M. C. Mc- 
Iver, now Director of Campus Christian 
Life for the Assembly. 

Doris Jean Gloff, Austin, Texas, will 
succeed Ellen Edwards as director of 
student work at Auburn. 


Alabama-Florida Exchange 

Evangelism plans moved right ahead, 
with an exchange between Florida and 
Alabama ministers approved for next 
year’s special season. 

Most time-consuming matter before the 
synod concerned revision of the standing 
rules, bringing the synod’s procedure 
more nearly in line with the Assembly 
reorganization of recent years. Chief 
changes were in setting the time of sy- 
nod’s meeting for the fourth Tuesday in 
June and providing for the synodical 
year to run June 1-May 31. 

Indications are that the religious ed- 
ucation region of Tennessee-Alabama 
will be divided, with separate directors 
for each synod. 

A big boost was given the New Or- 
leans men’s convention at an early b-eak- 
fast, with Col. Powell A. Fraser of Mont- 
gomery as the speaker. 

The synod adopted resolutions express- 
ing sympathy to the family of A. L. 
Patterson, slain attorney general nominee 
of the Democratic party, and urging the 
Governor and all law enforcement officers, 
state and local, to continue their efforts 
until Phenix City is cleaned up and the 
murderer of Mr. Patterson is brought to 
justice. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
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@ How the American church looks from “outside” 


THROUGH A FRENCHMAN’'S EYES 


NE should talk about a country 
without having lived in it ten years! 
Do what I say, but not what I do. Here 
are just impressions, possibly wrong, any 
way subjective, fruit of an eight-month 
experience of the American way of life. 
When one goes from France—where 
the Protestant Church represents two per 
cent of the population, where we have an 
urgent need of everything (books, build- 
ings, men .. .), where the minister must 
do nearly everything by himself in his 
church and live on $60 a month—to the 
United States, one feels like an Eskimo 
who would be put in the midst of the 
Texas desert in July. 


A Working Church 

The first impression I had by looking 
in from the outside was to see a church 
at work. Of this I could give many ex- 
amples: the great building programs, the 
amplitude of your religious literature (in 
particular the wonderful publications in 
the field of Christian education), the 
number of conferences (what a privilege 
to attend one of these youth conven- 
tions!). At a local level, one is im- 
pressed by the fact that the church is 
working every day. I do not refer only 
to the charming full-time secretaries, but 
to the different men having charge of 
music and religious education, and to the 
numerous meetings of any city church. 
In short, I get the impression of a great 
vitality. 

If now I enter into the church and try 
to see how it is going on, I am impressed 
by the work of the laymen. For many of 
them the relationship between their faith 
and their daily work seems their first 
concern. I found very often a sure sense 
of their vocation as laymen, and a real 
sense of stewardship. Several times I 
have seen the joy to give, which should 
be the sign of any Christian offering. It 
is a very fine thing that many churches 
and many groups have a benevolent proj- 
ect, by which they learn to think beyond 
themselves. 

Also significant among the laymen is 
the sense of their responsibility in the 
church, the joy they have to work as 
Sunday school teachers, or as members 
of the choir, to give time for the church 
and to use their personal abilities for 
Christ. 

Thanks to the work of the laymen, the 
American church appears as a Living 
community. The different circles, the 
church dinners express and strengthen at 





*French exchange student from Mont- 
pellier Seminary, who spent the past year 
at Union Seminary in Virginia. This ar- 
ticle, now slightly amended, appeared first 
in The Presbyterian Student. 


JULY 12, 1954 


By GERARD DELTEIL* 


the same time this community spirit. The 
programs of the young people’s groups 
always reflect a deep friendship between 
boys and girls. I remember particularly 
one interdenominational group of high 
school students who have decided, by 
themselves, to meet three times a week 
for half an hour before school begins for 
morning devotions. 

Last, but not least: the sense of wel- 
coming visitors or new members which 
I experienced so many times. This 
friendliness is the Christian expression 
of the tradition of hospitality, one of the 
finest riches of America. 

So the major impression is of a serious 
and joyful vitality. With Paul the Amer- 
ican churches could say, “We toil. . . 
because we have our hope set on the liv- 
ing God.” 


With or Against the Stream? 

“We toil . . . and we strive,” Paul 
says. What about this second aspect of 
the life of the church? 

The temptation for the American 
churches, like any other church and may- 
be a little bit more, is to be at peace with 
the world—not to go against the stream, 
and to forget that the word of God is 
a sword. However, I have seen places 
where Christians are fighting and even 


QUERY: Should we 

not be ashamed to 

preach a divided 
Christ? 


when they were few, I have rejoiced in 
seeing them. 

Here are some of the main fronts where 
it seems to me the church (you are the 
church) should today go decidedly on the 
offensive: 

(1) The Racial Question: I have great 
hope in the new generation, but I have 
also double concern. Often one sees 
in the average Christian a certain passi- 
vity, an easy acceptance of the actual sit- 
uation. Many contacts with Negroes 
showed me that they do not expect any 
more from the church, but from the state, 
the recognition of their rights. They 
have more confidence in the government 
than in us—and I understand them, of 
course. It is simply a terrible proof of 
our unfaithfulness. 

We should be more revolutionary; rec- 
ognize positively, for instance, that the 
presence of the Negroes beside us is a 
great privilege, a great opportunity for 
an experience of oneness in Christ. Why 
not create united communities like the 
Catholics, better Christians than we are 
on this point! 

(2) We ought to look at the poor 
people. Our first responsibility is toward 
them. Our church should always keep 
before her eyes the vision of the slums, 
of the unemployed persons, of the great 
misery here and abroad. I always am 


concerned by the fact that our churches 











are no longer the houses of the poor 
people. Why? Maybe because we are 
not willing to lose ourselves as Christ 


did. 


(3) We must proclaim a prophetic mes- 
sage—real judgment and real pardon. 
To be clear, I think we are often guilty 
of a conscious or unconscious assimila- 
tion of Christianity and capitalism (or 
of Christianity and our Western world). 
Insidious danger: Jesus Christ is not 
on our side (particularly when we want 
to use him) but we have got to be on his 
side. 


(4) The witness to Christian unity. 
I have seen with joy many Christians 
from different denominations marching 
on this front also. We accept too easily 
our divisions as a normal situation; and 
the world cannot recognize the spirit of 
Christ in our divided churches. Is it 
not urgent to look forth to Christ and his 
cross—where is our unity—instead of 
looking back to our traditions and habits? 
Should we not be ashamed to preach to 
the world a divided Christ? 


Where Is Amos? 


We are guilty of a blind and easy 
anti-communism—we have added this to 
our creed as the last article. But has the 
church to speak against the sins of others 
and other societies, or to confess at first 
her own sins and to denounce the sins of 
our society? Where is Amos today in our 
church? 

I have just mentioned a few aspects of 
our fight. There are others. We must 
have them clear in mind. I am glad to 
see that American Christians are fighting 
there. I feel myself very close to them. 

The words of Christ summarize every- 
thing: “Everyone to whom much is 
given, of him will much be required.” 
Much has been given to you—terrific 
responsibility. God bless you in your 
work and inspire you in your fight. 

A Korean minister told me one day, 
“In Europe, you think; in America, they 
work; in Asia we pray.” We must keep 
the three together. 

Thank you for all that I have received 
and learned through you, American 
Christians! 


For a Wider Witness 


By FRANK W. PRICE 


HAVE the greatest respect and affec- 

tion for the leaders and supporters of 
the anti-union movement in our church. 
It is hard to have to differ with friends 
of a lifetime, but now is the time when 
each must vote according to his conscience 
and his own Christian conviction. 

My parents were missionaries, going 
to China 65 years ago. My wife and I 
were missionaries under our Board of 
World Missions for thirty years; we left 
Communist China only twenty months 
ago. I have known Presbyterian USA 
missionaries since I was a boy, hundreds 
of them. In my missionary service I 
have had the opportunity to meet North- 
ern Presbyterian missionaries from many 
mission fields at international missionary 
and church conferences. They are a 
splendid group of men and women, able, 
evangelistic, consecrated. I trust them, 
I love them. I believe that we stand 
together on the great essentials of the 
Christian faith and in our missionary 
message. 


A Worthier Movement 

I have come back this time to America 
with a deepening hope and prayer that 
we may be a united church in this land; 
with an evangelistic witness not only in 
Virginia, my father’s home state where 
I am now a minister, but also in Penn- 
sylvania; not only in South Carolina, my 
THIS is the talk, only slightly amended, given 
at the 1954 Assembly by the retiring Mod- 
erator. A long-time missionary to China, 
he is now pastor of the New Monmouth 
church, Lexington, Va. 
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mother’s state, but also in Iowa; not only 
in Texas but also in California. 


As a national church, we could make 
a greater witness to our own people. We 
do not want to be simply a big church, 
but a worthier instrument in the hand 
of Almighty God and for the redemptive 
purpose of Jesus Christ. 


And I long to be the minister of a 
church that has a truly worldwide mis- 
sion. We have missionary work today in 
eight countries. United with the USA 
and U.P. churches we would have mis- 
sionary service and witness in 34 differ- 
ent countries. We would bring into our 
purview, into the range of our missionary 
concern and giving and life dedication, 
the strategic lands of India and Pakistan, 
the whole Moslem world, Indonesia, and 
many new parts of Asia, South America 
and Africa. We would be working— 
and here I differ from the critics of 
union—not under the national churches 
or over them, but as the Whitby Mis- 
sionary Conference said again and again, 
in partnership with the younger churches, 
as “partners in obedience to Christ.” 

The decision of our recent General 
Assembly regarding racial segregation 
reverberated around the world. Our de- 
cision on church union will also have 
tremendous worldwide implications and 
influence. May what we do be a witness 
to the purpose of God for our church. 
May it strengthen the younger churches 
which are moving toward unity more 
rapidly than we and help them to meet 
the problems before them. 


A Common Heritage 

We are not voting to unite with 
atheists, non-believers, anti-Christians, 
but with fellow-Presbyterians, with those 
who hold with us a common Reformed 
heritage, faith and hope. 

So many of the arguments against 
Presbyterian union seem to me of sec- 
ondary importance. We stand today in 
the shadow of the Cross of Jesus Christ. 
We face a terrific warning, judgment and 
challenge in the new missionary faith that 
has marched upon the world stage—or- 
ganized, disciplined, dynamic Marxian 
Communism. It is a powerful secular 
faith, with ideas, system, program and 
passion. But we have in our Reformed 
heritage and faith something more power- 
ful—the sovereignty of God, the Lord- 
ship of Christ in history, the Word of 
God—our infallible rule of faith and 
practice, our great beliefs that have been 
tested in fire and persecutions. 

Think of John Huss and John Calvin 
and John Knox and the many others who 
at great sacrifice have passed on to us our 
civil and religious liberties and the prec- 
ious faith that we now hold. To be 
worthy of them we must demonstrate their 
vision and courage in our day. 


The Communist Challenge 


We were three and a half years under 
the Communist government of China. I 
know from experience what the Com- 
munist challenge to Christianity is. Our 
greeting to one another today might well 
be that of the early Christians, “Peace 
to you—tomorrow comes the storm.” 

The storm is sweeping through Asia, it 
will come to Africa and around the world. 
Can we not in this day of crucial testing 
stand together bravely as those with a 
common confession and faith and con- 
fidence—in the words of Paul to the 
Philippian church, “with a manner of 
life worthy of the gospel of Christ, stand- 
ing firm in one spirit, with one mind, 
striving side by side for the faith of the 
gospel, in nothing terrified by our adver- 
saries.” 


Asks Greater Church 
Support of Seminaries 


NEw HAveEN, Conn. (RNS)— 
Churches were urged here to “‘awaken to 
the need of sending more of our best 
youth into Christian service and of con- 
tributing more generously to the sem- 
inaries that train them.” 

The plea was made by Robert Cash- 
man, retiring moderator of the General 
Council of the Congregational Christian 
Churches to its biennial meeting. 

Dr. Cashman, a layman who is vice- 
president of the Chicago Theological 
Seminary, called the problem of semin- 
aries “staggering.” He asks not only for 
greater funds for these institutions but 
an active recruitment campaign by 
churches to find the men who may be 
trained. 
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Seminarians and Evanston 


New York, N. Y., (Special )—Several 
hundred of the nation’s seminary stu- 
dents and faculty members will get a 
first-hand picture of the world-wide co- 
operative movement of the churches 
when they meet in Evanston, IIl., this 
August at two separate conferences to be 
held concurrently with the Second As- 
sembly of the World Council of Churches. 

Plans for the conferences, both of 
which will be sponsored by the Inter- 
seminary Committee of the National 
Council of Churches, were announced by 
Richard L. Heaton, executive secretary. 
Mr. Heaton said students and teachers 
will have the opportunity to attend the 
Assembly’s plenary sessions “to witness 
in action the present leaders of churches 
through the world and hear at first hand 
from many of them concerning their ded- 
ication to, and hope for, the ecumenical 
movement.” 

The meeting of students, scheduled Au- 
gust 14-21 will be the Third National 
Triennial Interseminary Conference. An 
estimated 250 students representing 95 of 
the nation’s theological schools will at- 
tend, plus an additional thirty students 
from overseas who are studying in theo- 
logical schools in the United States and 
fourteen seminarians from schools in 
Canada. 

Taking as their theme, “The Church, 
the Churches and the Bible,” they will 
re-examine the Biblical concept of the 
nature of the church with particular em- 
phasis upon study of the implications of 
the Assembly theme “Christ, the Hope of 
the World” and its various sub-themes, 
Mr. Heaton said. 


Also: Faculty 


The second conference, planned Au- 
gust 14-18 will bring together approxi- 
mately one hundred seminary faculty 
members to study, in informal discussion 
sessions the theme, “The Implications of 
the Ecumenical Movement for Theologi- 
cal Education.” In preparation for the 
meeting a series of questions dealing 
with the problems of ecumenism as re- 
lated to theological training have been 
prepared by Robert Francis Johnson, 
Associate Professor of Old Testament, 
College of the Bible, Lexington, Ky. 

The educators will also concern them- 
selves with developing ways of imple- 
menting a special post-Evanston program 
of emphasis for theological schools spon- 
sored by the Interseminary Movement. 

The outline for the program, which 
has the support of the American Associa- 
tion of Theological Schools, an organ- 
ization of administrative officials from 
111 theological institutions, calls for the 
setting up of student-faculty study groups 
and of a half-dozen faculty meetings 
across the nation to study the issues and 
findings of the World Assembly. 
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World Leaders 


Among those who will give leadership 
to the student conference are D. T. Niles, 
of India, secretary for evangelism of the 
World Council; Mrs. Kathleen Bliss, of 
England, member of the General Com- 
mittee of the World Council; Bishop 
Hanns Lilje, of Germany, president of 
the Lutheran World Federation; Philippe 
Maury, general secretary of the World’s 
Student Christian Federation; Alan 
Paton, of South Africa, prominent au- 
thor and authority on race problems; 
Paul Minear, professor at Andover New- 
ton Theological Seminary; and Marjorie 
Reeves, professor at Oxford University, 
England, and a specialist in the field of 
Christian vocation. 


Leadership of the faculty group will be 
provided by Denis Mumby, theologian 


from Aberdeen, Scotland; M. M. Thom- 
as, of India, consultant to the World 
Assembly from the Mar Thoma Church 
of Malabar; Robbins W. Barstow, execu- 
tive director of the Department of Ecu- 
menical Relations of the National Coun- 
cil of Churches and many other prom- 
inent clergy and church lay leaders. 

The 75-year old Interseminary Move- 
ment is active on 130 U.S. campuses. A 
part of the National Council’s Commis- 
sion on Christian Higher Education, it is 
concerned with “promoting the under- 
standing of, and dedication to, the ecu- 
menical cause” among theology students. 


Cumberland Presbyterians 
Act Against Segregation 

DyersBuRG, Tenn. (RNS) — The 
124th General Assembly of the Cumber- 
land Presbyterian Church went on record 
here as approving the U. S. Supreme 
Court decision barring segregation in the 
public schools. 


ANY QUESTIONS? 


Holmes Rolston, editor-in-chief of Presbyterian, U. S., Christian education 
materials; John Newton Thomas and James E. Bear, both of the faculty of 
Union Seminary, Va. 


CONTINUITY 


Make clear the idea of continuity 
between the earthly body and the resur- 
rected body. 


Rotston: I believe that there is a 
definite continuity between our earthly 
body and our resurrected body. The body 
of Christ was such that those who saw 
him recognized him. And I feel that 
from that same point of view there should 
be recognition from those whom we have 
known on earth if we meet them in the 
world beyond. I must admit that this 
matter of recognition bothers me a little 
bit every now and then. I can’t remem- 
ber the people I’ve met here on earth, 
much less can I hope to put names and 
faces together as we meet people in the 
resurrection world of God. My hope 
is for a fulfilment of the promise that 
we shall know even as we are known. 
That’s what I mean by continuity. 


SEEK NEIGHBOR’S GOOD 


Please interpret First Corinthians 
10:24. 


Bear: The verse is, ‘‘Let no man seek 
his own, but each his neighbor’s good.” 
I am not sure why the questioner asked 
this unless he wanted to bring up the 
whole context. In the eighth chapter of 
I Corinthians and again in the tenth 
chapter Paul is speaking about meat of- 
fered to idols. He has said that all meat 
is good. But if a man thinks that if by 
eating meat that has been dedicated to 
the idol he is partaking in the worship 
of idols, for that man the eating of the 
meat would be wrong. All do not yet 
know that the meat has not been hurt 


by being offered to idols. What then 
should be the guiding principle for the 
instructed Christian who knows that idols 
are nothing and the meat is not hurt? 
Paul says in 10:23 that “‘all things are 
lawful but all things are not expedient.” 
He then lays down the great law of 
Christian love, “Let no man seek his 
own, but each his neighbor’s good” 
(10:24). This might be interpreted by 
some to mean, “I must always give in to 
my neighbor.” However, in the light of 
Paul’s teaching, we must understand that 
Paul meant the neighbor’s good, and not 
just the neighbor’s whim, must be our 
guide. Not even because of his neigh- 
bor’s conviction on a matter, but for his 
real good. For the sake of the neighbor’s 
good, sometimes we will conform to his 
ideas. -But sometimes for his good, we 
will do the opposite. The point is: we 
are not to please ourselves, but to seek 
the good of the other. 


NEO-ORTHODOXY 


What is Union Seminary’s stand 
with regard to Neo-Orthdoxy? 


THomMas: Neo-orthodoxy is a term 
which may not mean much to many of 
our listeners. It is an approach to the- 
ology which has some of the aspects of 
what we call liberalism and some of the 
aspects of fundamentalism. Our Sem- 
inary takes no official stand on this. We 
stand on the Westminster Confession of 
Faith. Some think that is a neo-ortho- 
dox document, some thing otherwise. In 
our classes we assign books written by 
Neo-Orthodox writers and also books 
written by those who take a different posi- 
tion. 
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EDITORIAL 


Student Presbytery 


Students in at least one seminary have 
resolved to be a little more prepared than 
most for the experience of being a pres- 
byter. At Western (Presbyterian, USA), 
in Pittsburgh, the student government 
activities are all channeled through and 
become a part of the Student Presbytery. 
This includes student-faculty relations 
and relations to groups outside the sem- 
inary family as well. 

This arrangement offers an excellent 
opportunity to learn how the wheels 
move, what the terminology and_pro- 
cedure are. Students run it without facul- 
ty or administration direction. Robert 
C. Curry describes it in Western Watch: 





“Within the structure of our presbytery 
there is provided means for us to express 
frankly and honestly our feelings on 
minor as well as major matters confront- 
ing the student body. We actively pledge 
ourselves to the support of a benevolence 
program through which we support cer- 
tain causes of the church world-wide. 
More particularly, we have used this to 
finamee a foreign student for one year’s 
study... . In our Student Presbytery we 
further a spirit of fellowship which will, 
we hope, carry on into the official presby- 
teries to which we will soon belong... .” 


Although there are certain Presbyterian 
weaknesses in having a presbytery with- 
out sessions and congregations under it 
and without a synod and General Assem- 
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bly over it, this plan still looks like a 
wood one. 

Then, we like the plan at Mc- 
Cormick where every student has an op- 
portunity to go through the motions of 
conducting a wedding, with guidance, be- 
fore graduation. 


Assembly and the News 


Once more, as in most years, there is 
widespread unhappiness because of uni- 
formly inadequate coverage of the meet- 
ing of the General Assembly in the daily 
That this should have been true 
this year is amazing since the largest and, 
for the most part, most capable corps cf 
reporters in history attended the meeting 
and, in addition, the major actions had 
real news value. 

Nevertheless, in one of the major cen- 
ters of our church, on the day after th: 
historic action on segregation, the morn- 
ing paper buried a little three-inch item 
about it deep on an inside page. It told 
a non-Presbyterian inquirer that this 
happened only in the early edition, but 
the home (last) edition was exactly the 
same. 


press. 


All across the church, people are un- 
happy that they have so little news about 
what is going on. Of course, we tell 
them they will be well informed through 
these pages, but that can’t be done with 
the speed of a daily. 

Trouble is probably at both ends of 
the line. Much depends on the ability 
of the men assigned to the job by the 
major wire services. Sometimes a man is 
just not available who has the experience 
and understanding to do the job. But 
nearly always something can be done by 
informing the managing editor that the 
Presbyterians in that area are interested 
in what the Assembly is doing and they 
are counting on full daily reports. When 
this is done, perhaps through concerted 
efforts, you can get results. Then follow- 
up with your grateful thanks for what 
is done. 

Many times the editors don’t know 
which Presbyterian Assembly, just closed, 
now meeting or about to open, his readers 
are interested in. In the second paragraph 
above, it is entirelv possible that the 
buried segregation story can be explained 
by the fact that a two-column head an- 
nounced on the frent page of the same 
paper that the United Presbyterians had 
veted overwhelmingly for union—when 
there isn’t a United Presbyterian church 
in hundreds of miles. How could a mere 
managing editor know which kind of 
Presbyterians the local variety is! The 
moral about a divided Presbyterian 
Church will not be pointed. 

Presbyterian procedure, to those who 
are not initiated and experienced (even to 
many members and some officers) is not 
always clear. That may explain the un- 
fortunate error that told repeatedly in the 
daily stories that the segregation report 


was removed from the Church Extension 
standing committee because the chairman 
was a Negro. A separate committee had 
been asked by the Christian Relations 
and Church Extension groups long before 
committee chairmen were named—but 
somebody didn’t tell the reporter. 

Then, with much to-do being made 
about a three-fourths approval being nec- 
essary in the presbyteries before union 
could come, it is not surprising that the 
segrezation measure should become sim- 
ilarly involved, especially since it called 
on presbyteries and lower bodies for cer- 
tain steps. Some reports said that the 
Assembly’s action cn segregation was 
dependent upon approval by three-fourths 
of the presbyteries. So that was confus- 
ing to the average reader—and to many 
Presbyterians. 

Then there was more mix-up about 
policies at Montreat . and there was 
the inexcusable reference to nominees to 
the Board of World Missions discussed 
here last week. 

Maybe the best thing to do, from the 
Assembly’s end, is to make sure that there 
are press conferences following these sig- 
nificant actions so as to give hazy re- 
porters a chance to have the fog cleared 
away. 

We will certainly get a better press 
and a more intelligent understanding 
among the people if something like this 
can be done. 





Minute Women Error 


Our recent quotation from Social Prog- 
ress (Presbyterian, USA, official organ) 
concerning the Minute Women (Ovt- 
LOOK, June 28) is now shown to be par- 
tially in error. We indicated at the time 
that we had no substantiating evidence 
about some of the assertions in the edi- 
torial. Now the publication says that its 
statement that the Massachusetts Minute 
Women, “recently” listed by the Attor- 
ney General as subversive, was a sub- 
sidiary group of the Minute Women, 
U.S. A., was in error. There is and has 
never been any connection between the 
two organizations. The Massachusetts 
group is described as a “small Commu- 
nist-front organization which has been 
active in the vicinity of Boston.” Social 
Progress goes on to say that the MWUSA 
group, on the other hand, “‘is distinctly, 
even extremely, anti-Communistic in its 
purpose and program.” 

The description of the MWUSA as a 
“hate group” is also somewhat modified 
by the publication. Instead, its attacks 
on the United Nations and on many lib- 
eral movements are now looked upon as 
“excessive.” 


* * * 


It is not possible to know how far 

the influence of any amiable hon- 
est-hearted duty-do'ng man flies out 
into the world.—DICKENS. 
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MEDALS AT THE WRONG END? 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 
(With thanks to the Rev. Dan Thomas) 


““ 


... with the mind also.”—I Corinthians 
14:15. 


N ASSOCIATION of chiropedists 

has voted a medal to a Justice of 
the Supreme Court for his recent hike 
along Washington’s old canal. They pro- 
pose a bronze statue of a Foot to com- 
memorate the Feat. 

Now of course it would be somewhat 
ridiculous to hand a medal to a jurist of 
Supreme Court caliber, for his mental 
ability. That goes without question; his 
position is medal enough. That a Jus- 
tice of that bench should be able to hike 
more than a hundred miles is more un- 
usual, and perhaps the chiropodists were 
not at all absurd, for praising his lower 
extremities. But this may be also a 
sign of our times. We give out medals 
at the wrong end. 

Look in any store where trophies— 
cups, statues, plaques or what not—are 
on sale. Most of them are for physical 
prowess. Let a man run a mile in four 
minutes and the world hears about it in 
no time. But let a man write a great 
poem and he may even have trouble get- 
ting it published. A professor of phi- 
losophy, if he is any good, will contribute 
more real value to society than a stable 
of no-hit pitchers; but you would not 
guess that to be true from examining the 
comparative salaries. 

Our society gives out most of its 
medals for skills developed below the 
collar-bone; skills above that line are 
more lightly regarded. 


ERHAPS the trouble is that the 

medals are passed out for the end that 
is developed. Maybe we don’t bother to 
develop what is above the collar-bone. 
Look around you wherever you live, con- 
sider the houses, the schools, the com- 
munity at large. This is where the next 
generation of children and young people 
are growing up, this is where they 
are being shaped. What is spent for 
them below the collar-bone? What is 
spent for them above it? Take any fair- 
to-average home of the “upper middle 
class,” and take an inventory of equip- 
ment for the children of school age. 
Kitchen equipment will be adequate, 
modern, enormously expensive. The 
meals will be cooked (or thawed) with 
all the resources of modern science. Fur- 
nishings, from utility room to rumpus 
room, will be right in line with the 
classier ads from Better Homes and Gar- 
dens, or House Beautiful if the salary 
bracket permits. 

Mind you, this is not out in the wide- 
open country but within bicycle-ride of 
some cultural center—for what modern 
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city will admit that it is un-cultural ? Add 
up the cost of everything in the house and 
around it—jungle gym in the backyard, 
basket-ball and/or tennis court, wheels 
and whatnot, besides what is in the house 
itself—everything that is for the develop- 
ment of the children of the house below 
the collar-bone. Then add up the total 
cost of the books or anything else that 
is designed to develop the child above 
his collar-bone—his mind, his discrim- 
ination, his taste in the high sense—and 
see for yourself where that family places 
its money and its expectations. 

Someone may speak up to say that TV 
sets are expensive and that these should 
be added in on the cultural side. The 
last time this reader was exposed to TV 
left him with the open question whether 
TV has aided culture or retarded it. As 
someone has remarked, the art of con- 
versation, an intellectual art if ever there 
was one, is not fairly replaced by hyp- 
nosis in the living room. (In these parts, 
last winter, it was harder to find a good 
reading lamp than to find what was then 
the rage, a TV lamp bright encugh only 
for sandwiches. ) 


F COURSE, homes, even expensive 
homes, often go on the theory that 
the children’s development at their upper, 
i.e., human, end, above the collar-bone, 


is properly left to the school. You don’t 
supply your children with hospital beds, 
or helicopters in the backyards; you let 
the hospitals and airlines look after that. 
So why supply books? The schools do 
that. One error in that point of view 
is that the schools don’t do that. Con- 
sider the activities of the typical school: 
how much is directed to develop the 
child below the collar-bone, how much 
above? How does the school library com- 
pare with its stadium, its curriculum with 
its cafeteria? 


For that matter, the church also may 
be stunting its young people just as 
home and school are doing. 


What do people get in church? Emo- 
tion? Recreation, church suppers? It 
would surely be a first-class mistake to 
think of a human being as a detached 
brain, an intellectual logic-machine. But 
it is also a first-class mistake to think of 
a human being, even in the church, as a 
being who needs every aspect of his per- 
sonality stimulated, fed and rewarded, 
while his mind, that which makes him 
far other than the “good animal,” goes 
stunted and starved. 

Let the church stand for service of the 
whole man. It is good, not bad, that 
we have gamerooms and playgrounds and 
kitchens in the modern church. It is 
good that worship should be aglow with 
deep feeling. But it is good also to pray 
and to sing, to teach and to preach, with 
the mind also, as Paul said. 

The mind alone is not man. But to 
forget the mind is to fail the man. 





ing dates: 
many), Calhoun (USA). 


Wedel (USA). 


anon), Daqadu (Gold Coast). 


Kraemer (Netherlands). 


(West Indies). 
(India). 


Berggrav (Norway). 





Tickets for Evanston... 


A limited number of tickets to the plenary sessions of the World 
Council of Churches are available at cost ($10 per set) for the follow- 


Sunday, Aug. 15, 2 p.m., Speakers: Newbigin (India), Schlink (Ger- 

Monday, Aug. 16, 8 p.m., Hoekendijk (Holland), Niles (India), 

Tuesday, Aug. 17, 8 p.m., Tomkins (England), Nygren (Sweden), 
Devadutt (India), Florovsky (USA). 

Wednesday, Aug. 18, 8 p.m., Patijn (Netherlands), Malik (Leb- 


Friday, Aug. 20, 8 p.m., Nolde (USA), Leimena (Indonesia). 
Saturday, Aug. 21, 10 a.m., Mays (USA), Marias, Miller (USA), 


Sunday, Aug. 22, 8 p.m., Mackie (Scotland), Rees (Wales). 
Monday, Aug. 23, 8 p.m., Van Dusen (USA), Barot (France), Potter 


Tuesday, Aug. 24, 8 p.m., Manikam (India), Ranson (USA), Ray 
Friday, Aug. 27, 8 p.m., Karefa-Smart (Nigeria), Michael (USA), 


Sunday, Aug. 29, 4:30 p.m., Niebuhr (USA), Dibelius (Germany). 
Orders will be filled as received. 
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CAMPUS NEWS 


44 Complete Work at 
Assembly’s Training School 

Forty-four students completed their 
work at the Assembly’s Training School, 
Richmond, Va., at the recent commence- 
ment. Four of these plan to go to the 
mission field abroad. 

Hyo Chai Lea of Korea won the 
Paisley Scholarship for next year. This 
goes each year to the ‘tone posessing in 
unusual measure qualities of consecra- 
tion and leadership, and giving promise 





Fully accredited, 4-yr. Liberal Arts college 
for women. A.B. degree Broad curriculum, 
small classes. 14 majors, departmental, in- 
terdepartmental, and an independent ma- 
jor, including music, art, Bible, dramatic 
arts. Courses in nursery school education. 
112th year. Competitive scholarships. 
Catalog. 
MARY BALDWIN COLLEGE 
Dept. K, Staunton, Va. 


of marked future usefulness in the field 
of full-time Christian work.” 

Ai Kuroki of Tokyo, Japan, an assis- 
tant minister in a Tokyo church, will 
study at A. T. S. next year under a schol- 
arship provision made possible by the 
Association of Directors of Christian Ed- 
ucation. She comes on recommendation 
of the Central Department of Ecumeni- 
cal Relations of the National Council of 
Churches. 

Daniel S. Marshall, Charlotte, N. C., 
business man, is the Training School’s 
new treasurer and business manager. 


Funds Coming in for 
Austin’s New Dormitory 

Austin Seminary reports $92,000 re- 
ceived and an additional $20,000 pledged 
toward its $170,000 dormitory, which is 
also to house the refectory. 

Harry L. Johnson, rising senior, is 
president of the Southwestern Region of 
the Interseminary Movement. 





COLLECE 
BYTERIAN CO 
EN, FOUND! 


FAYETTEVie 


i. 
4 * 





FLORA MACDONALD 


Red Springs, North Carolina 
An Accredited Four-Year Liberal 


B.A., B.M., and B.S. Degrees 
Christian Education for Christian 


MarsSHALL Scott Woopson, President 


COLLEGE 


Arts College 


Living and Service 








Intellectual Accomplishment 
Spiritual Well-Being 


Write for Information 





SOUTHWESTERN 


SEEKS THE TOTAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE INDIVIDUAL STUDENT 
THROUGH EDUCATION IN FOUR DIMENSIONS— 


SOUTHWESTERN AT MEMPHIS 


Memphis 12, Tennessee 


Physical Fitness 
Social Adjustment 


Office of Admissions 














7 GOOD REASONS for buying 
a Church Extension Annuity 


A safe security—which gives liberal re- 
turns — and is permanent — details simpli- 
fied, removing worry—a completed gift— 
deductible, in part, from income taxes— 
and more than everything —A WITNESS 


FOR CHRIST. 





“Facing the Future with Your Money 
for CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH” 


WRITE TODAY FOR COMPREHENSIVE BOOKLET 


G. B. Strickler, Treasurer 


BOARD of CHURCH EXTENSION 


341 -B- Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E., 


Dept. 1 Atlanta, Ga. 


The new Sloan organ was dedicated at 
the seminary just before commencement, 
with the Trinity University choir par- 
ticipating. 

Students’ wives at the seminary have 
an organization called the Pastor Push- 
ers. 


Columbia Awards Made 
At Commencement 

Fellowship awards were announced at 
Columbia Seminary’s commencement as 
follows: Hugh Walker McClure, III, 
Daytona Beach, Fla., and James Byron 
Spencer, Lexington, Va., the Fannie Jor- 
dan Bryan fellowships; Benjamin H. 
Taylor, Johnson City, Tenn.; Charles 
N. Foshee, Rocky Mount, N. C.; and 
Lewis Scott Hay, Charleston, S. C., 
Alumni fellowships. 

A teaching fellowship in English 
Bible was awarded to Richard A. Dodds, 
Abingdon, Pa. 

The Wilds Book prize, going to the 
graduating student with the highest scho- 
lastic average, went to Mr. Spencer. 


New Campus and Campaign 
Hold Louisville Focus 


Louisville Seminary is concerned with 
large plans for location on its new cam- 
pus—and with a fiancial campaign in 
progress throughout its supporting sy- 
nods. Seminary students are to provide 
the new organ, naming it the Bob Veazey 
organ in tribute to the organist who has 
served for 28 years in that capacity. They 
have pledged $7,707 toward their goal. 
Faculty and staff have pledged $6,505 
toward the campaign goal. 

The Grafton trophy, for competition 
in sermon writing, went to Thornton W. 
Tucker of Laurel, Miss. His brother, 
Grayson L., won the trophy in 1950. 





Extensive Improvements 
Being Made at Union 

As a result of the over-the-top $2,510,- 
000 campaign at Union Seminary last 
year, extensive improvements are being 
made at Union Seminary in Virginia— 
a new apartment building for married 
students to be completed for the coming 
term; Melrose Hall converted from a 
two-family unit to a dormitory; Schauf- 
fler Hall undergoing many changes for 
classroom space and for a fully-equipped 
audio-visual center. 





Peace (College 


Owned by the Presbyterians of 
North Carolina 
A Junior College combined with the last 
two years of preparatory school for 
girls who wish to complete high school 
work in a college atmosphere. Accred- 


{ted. Transfer or terminal programs 

offered in: 

LIBERAL ARTS HOME ECONOMICS 
SECRETARIAL PRE-NURSING 


MUSIC ART 
Well-rounded program of sports, cul- 
tural, and social activities, For catalog 

write: 
WILLIAM C. PRESSLY, Prest#ent 
Raleigh, N.C. 
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@ To the Graduates of 1954, the Moderator says: 


GO THE SECOND MILE 


By WADE 


T IS a pleasure to extend hearty greet- 

ings to you upon the completion of 
your formal training for a life of noble 
service upon which you have entered. 
You have already learned the necessity 
of hard work to achieve desired ends. But 
to make of your life the ultimate possible, 
you will have to cultivate the habit of 
doing more than is required. Set an ideal 
of service before your mind that is really 
hard to achieve, and then dedicate all 
that God has given you to the making of 
that ideal a reality. 

If you are a preacher, try always to 
make each sermon better than its pre- 
decessor. A good way to achieve such an 
objective, is to realize that in each au- 
dience there are likely those who may 
never hear another sermon. To do this 
will require you to go the second mile 
in the work of preparation. 


A Real Test 


In your work as a Christian leader, 
you will have opportunities to go the 
second mile. I am of the opinion that 
your real effectiveness will be largely 
measured by the zeal and enthusiasm 
with which you avail yourself of these 
opportunities. 

Of course, the first mile is required of 


@ Class of 1954 





H. BOGGS 


any who will achieve success, but the go- 
ing of the second mile—the doing of 
many things beyond what is required— 
is where you enter into the deeper ex- 
periences of life and reap the higher 
rewards. The more you go the second 
mile in your service the more enduring 
significance it will have. You have now 
entered upon a life of service that will 
call often for the second mile at your 
hands. Allow me to urge your unfailing 
response to such a call, if you will make 
your life count for the most possible. 





Thrilling Service 


I am now looking back upon forty-one 
years of service to Christ through the 
Presbyterian Church. It has been a thrill- 
ing experience—though marred often by 
mistakes and failures. Yet, I would 
gladly undertake the service over again 
if I could again stand where you stand 
today. It is the greatest privilege open 
to mortal man—to serve the Eternal God 
through his church. Give yourself to it 
without reserve under the leadership of 
the Holy Spirit, and you will look for- 
ward at the end with confidence and with 
complete assurance. Keep in mind the 
words of Jesus when he said, “He that 
loseth his life for my sake shall find it.” 


SEMINARY AND A.T.S. GRADUATES 


And Where They Serve 


AUSTIN SEMINARY 

Frank C. Alberson, Jonesboro, Ark. 

Milton Bierschwale, Old Ocean, Texas. 

William Ith Boand, Fellowship winner; 
Study in Scotland. 

Fleet G. Cook, First church, Cleburne, 
Texas. 

Thos. E. Cook, Ridglea church, Ft. Worth, 
Texas. 

Donald W. Davidson, Sugarland, Texas. 

W. A. Dealey, Andover-Newton Seminary, 
Newton Centre, Mass. 

L. B. Horn, Fellowship winner. 

Jack C. Hunnicutt, Elsa, Texas. 

Andrew A. Jumper, Christ church, Houston, 
Texas; Fellowship winner. 

William B. Krieg, Rayville, La. 

Wilburn Lee Loessin, Fairfield, Texas. 

G,. Taft Lyon, Jr., Community church, 
Pt. Aransas, Texas. 

Ralyn Clayton Parkhill, Lott, Texas. 

David M. H, Richmond, Lone Star, Texas. 

Earl C. Scott, Jr., Fellowship winner. 

John Robert Shell, Dermott, Ark.; 
Fellowship winner. 

Robert R. Shepperson, Bastrop, La. 

William H. Tiemann, Highland church, 
Hot Springs, Ark. 

John Russ, Longbeach, Miss. 


COLUMBIA SEMINARY 


David Lapsley Anderson, Lees McRae 
College, Banner Elk, N.C. 
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Samuel G. Andreasen, U. P. church, 
Blanchard, Iowa. 

Louie V. Andrews, Jr., Memorial church, 
Greensboro, N. C. 

Kyle E. Barr, E. Tallassee, Ala. 

Teddis H. Beasley, Rt. 4, Chester, S. C. 

G. Preston Brown, Metter, Ga. 

Robert S. Busey, Wayside church, 
Signal Mountain, Tenn. 

Murdoch Calhoun, Trion, Ga. 

Howard Cameron, Missionary. 

B. C. Cole, Burlington, N. C. 

Kenneth P. Craig, Baldwyn, Miss. 

W. Samuel Crouch, Lyons, Ga. 

H. Paul Currie, Calhoun, Ga. 

George E. Dameron, Stockbridge, Ga. 

Ray W. Davies, Roebuck, S. C. 

Archie Davis, Union, S. C. 

R. Neal Dean, Jackson, Ala. 

Richard Dodds, Crawfordville, Ga.; 
Fellowship winner. 

Wilson T. Dowling, Missionary. 

Cantey C. DuBose, Andalusia, Ala. 

Pierre DuBose, Tallapoosa, Ga. 

T. Harry Eckhoff, Hamer, S. C. 

James R. Ellington, Gadsen, Ala. 

Paul H. Felker, Rt. 1, York, S. C. 

Chas. N. Foshee, Yale University, fall; 
Fellowship winner. 

R. Yale Gunn, Branford, Fla. 

Edward N. Hallman, Perrine, Fla. 

Lewis S. Hay, Princeton Seminary; 
Fellowship winner. 


Nathaniel S. Heeth, Riverdale, Ga. 

Robert Henderson, West Raleigh church, 
Raleigh, N. C. 

James Jackson, Rt. 1, Bristol, Va. 

Edward C. Langham, Montgomery, Ala. 

David Lehman, Dalton, Ga. 

Hershey James Longenecker, 
Micaville, N. C. 

Hugh W. McClure, Wetumpka, Ala.; 
Fellowship winner. 

Charles McDonald, Dawson, Ga. 

Robert McJunkin, Atlanta, Ga. 

Harold Mace, ARP, Chamblee, Ga. 

Joseph MacLeod, Southport, N. C. 

Cyrus Mallard, Greensboro, Ala. 

Edward W. Milner, Chicago, Il. 

E. Perry Mobley, Havana, Fla. 

Thomas Morris, ARP, Pottsville, Ark. 

B. G. Munro, Washington, Ga. 

Roy R. Myers, Acworth, Ga. 

William O’Neal, Trinity church, 
Montgomery, Ala. 

Jerry D. Otwell, Commerce, Ga. 

David Parks, Elberton, Ga. 

Harold Patteson, Richlands, Va. 

Virgil Pino, Morton, Miss. 

Henry L. Reaves. 

R. Flay Riddle, Laurens, S. C. 

Henry Robards, Gastonia, N. C. 

Jack Robinson, Canoe, Ky. 

Richard Shelor, Max Meadows, Va. 

James B. Sherwood, Bryson City, N. C. 

Kennedy Smartt, Scottdale, Ga. 

James B. Spencer, First church, Thomas- 
ville, Ga.; Fellowship winner. 

Charles Stowe, Mt. Holly, N. C. 

B. Harrison Taylor, Jefferson City, Tenn.; 
Fellowship winner. 

Forest Traylor, Austell, Ga. 

Albert L. Vreeland, Chattahoochee, Fla. 

Robert I. White, Venice, Fla. 

Edward Whitson, Evans, Ga. 

Norman Wilhelm, Tazewell, Va. 

Jack J. Wolf, Ocean Springs, Miss. 

Francis Womack, Traveler's Rest, S. C. 

Billy Frank Woods, Faunsdale, Ala. 


LOUISVILLE SEMINARY 


Richard S. Anderson, Sunday school mis- 
sion work in Reserve, Fence Lake and 
Quemado, N. M. (USA church) 

James H. Bartlett, Kingston and Whisler 
churches, Ohio (USA). 

Benjamin E. Blumel, Royal Oak and Mon- 
roe City, Knox Co., Ind. (USA) 

Daniel D. Brand, assistant pastor, Mt. 
Washington church (USA), Cincinnati, 
Ohio. 

Charles W. Brown, Troy, Mo. 

Milton P. Brown, Bardstown, and Boston, 
Ky.; Fellowship winner. 

Douglas G. Cater, Paris, Mo.; Fellowship 
winner. 

Waldemar J. Damer, Covington, Ind. (USA) 

Roger F. Greenslade, Deridder, La. 

Floyd B. Hager, Bright, Ind. (USA) 

Douglas T. Ibach, Pewee Valley, Ky. (USA) 

Geo. R,. Jackson, Greensburg and Ebenezer, 
Ky., churches (USA). 

Edward B. Jones. 

Earnest O. Krueger, Carrollton, Ky. 

Robt. A. Larson, Springfield, Ky. 

John A. MeLaney, Bloomfield and 
Big Spring, Ky. 

John C. Matthews, College Corner, Ohio 
(USA). 

Clyde W. Miller, Blairstown, Mo. (USA). 

Woodward D. Morris, Jr., Winnsboro, La. 
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G. Thomas Niccolls, Petersburg, Ind. 
(USA); Fellowship winner. 

Chas. J. Ping, chaplain, Culver Military 
Academy; Fellowship winner. 

John D. Reese, HI, Travel in Europe; Study 
in Waldensian Seminary, Italy; Fellow- 
ship winner. 

Carl C. Schiffeler, Mitchell, Ind. (USA). 

Dana P, Smith, Manchester, Ohio (USA). 

Richard C. Smith, Jr., Troy and 
Nonesuch, Ky. 

Theodore H. Smith, Jr., Baltimore, Md. 
(USA). 

Laurence A. Sunkel, Jr., Edinburgh, Ind. 
(USA) 

Jas. M. Thorn, Augusta, Ky. 

Wayne D. Wardwell, Jr., assistant pastor, 
Pleasant (USA), Cincin- 
nati, Ohio. 

William H. Winch, Wilmore, Ky.; Fellow- 
ship winner. 


Ridge ehurch, 


UNION SEMINARY, VIRGINIA 


P. H. Akers, Jr., (Baptist), Glen Allen, Va. 

J. W. Amory, Jr., Shiloh and Bethel 
churches, Raeford, N. C. 

T. W. Apperson, Comfort church, 
Fayetteville, N.C. 

L. W. Avent, Providence Forge, Va. 

R. J. Blumer, Greenwich and Brentsville 
churches, Nokesville, Va. 

J. J. Borresen, Spring Valley church, 
Huntington, W. Va. 

E. C. Brammer, Bessemer church, 
Greensboro, N. C. 

Cc. D. Caldwell, Blountville, Tenn. 

W. S. Cale, Oakdale church, Clover, S. C. 

W. G. Cook, Hialeah, Fla. 

Gerard Deltiel, Montpellier, France. 

J. H. Donaldson, Jr., Live Oak, Fla. 

W. T. DuBose, Church in the Pines, 
Laurel Hill, N.C. 

M. B. Dudley, McQuay Memorial church, 
Charlotte, N. C. 

E. C. Ensley, St. Andrews church, 
Richmond, Va. 

John B. Evans, assistant pastor, 
Second church, Charleston, S. C. 

R. F. Field, Berkeley Springs, W. Va. 

F. L. Gardner, Berea Baptist church, 
Hylas, Va. 

W. R. Harbison, Sutton and Gassaway, 
W. Va. 

Ss. P. Hart, Damascus, Bethel and Rock 
Spring churches, RFD, Abingdon, Va. 

F. C. Holder, Ramah church, RFD, 
Huntersville, N. C. 

J. R. Hollandsworth, Hebron church, RFD, 
Stuanton, Va.; Fellowship winner. 

J. H. Jackson, Jennings, La. 


J. R. Jackson, Jefferson, N. C. 

J. W. Jeffries, Rotary fellowship for 
graduate study. 

H. G. M. Jones, Samuel Davies church, 
RFD, Tunstall, Va. 

J. W. Kennedy, Graduate study, 
Princeton Seminary. 

W. B. Kennedy, Union Seminary, N. Y., 
Fellowship winner. 

J.T. Kesterson, Westminster church, 
Norfolk, Va. 

W. R. Klein, Black Mountain, N. C. 

Cc. L. Landrum, Jr., Citronelle, Ala. 

N. C. Leach, Thibodeaux, Miss. 

Anthony Lessley, Benson, N. C. 

A. M. Lindsay, post-graduate study at 
Union Seminary. 

W. R. Long, Potosi, Mo. 

D. T. Lowman, Jr., Eleanor, W. Va. 

J. S. Lyles, University of Aberdeen, 
Scotland; Fellowship winner. 

D. P. MeGeachy, III, post-graduate study 
at Union Seminary. 

W. S. Metzel, missionary to the Belgian 
Congo. Study in Belgium next year. 

D .V. Miller, Missionary to the Belgian 
Congo. Study in Belgium next year. 

J. F. Miller, post-graduate work at 
Union Seminary. 

E. F. Montgomery, Jr., Jasper, Fla. 

C. W. Moore, assistant pastor and chapel 
minister, Davis Memorial church, 
Elkins, W. Va. 

G. B. Nelson, Monument Heights Baptist 
church, Richmond. 

J. W. Orders, Jr., Cumberland group, 

Rt. 1, Farmville, Va. 

J. M. Parks, Willow Springs, N. C. 

H. C. Paul, Liberty Hill, S. C. 

R. F, Perkins, post-graduate work, 
Union Seminary. 

D. V. Pittenger, assistant pastor and min- 
ister of education, Oak Cliff church, Dal- 
las, Texas. 

W. M. Plonk, Lawrenceville, Va. 

R. H. Ramey, Jr., post-graduate work, 
Union Seminary: fellowship winner. 

R. P. Richardson, Jr., Hazelhurst, Miss. 

L. C. Robinson, post-graduate work, 
Union Seminary. 

J. S. Russell, Jr., Lake Waccamaw, N. C. 

F. D. Sheets, Third church, Petersburg, Va. 

A. E. Simmons, Waterford, Va. 

R. W. Simpson, Ballsville, Va. 

F. A. Smith, Comfort, W. Va. 

Thomas Sproule, assistant pastor, 

First church, Asheville, N. C. 

Cc. C. Talley, graduate work. 

J. R. Taylor, University of Aberdeen, 
Scotland; Fellowship winner. 





GENUINE QUALITY CHURCH SEATING 





We Invite Your Inquiry. 


GENUINE QUALITY in church pews 
embraces design, material, and work- 
manship. 


MANITOWOC SEATING 
the most perfect development in pew 
engineering because it meets all the 
requirements of the perfect pew— 
comfort, beauty, durability—for last- 
ing satisfactory service. 


represents 


Manitowoc Church Furniture Company 
is equipped to supply you with church 
seating of GENUINE QUALITY at the 
right price. 


+ 


MANITOWOC CHURCH FURNITURE CO. Dept. Aq, Waukesha, Wis. 





A. E. Thomas, Center Ridge, Mispah, Oak 
Grove churches, Rt. 2, Kenly, N. C. 

F. H. Tobey, Des Arc, Ark. 

C. A. Turner, III, Methodist, Powhatan, Va. 

J. F. Van Dyke, Princeton Seminary; 
Howerton award. 

W. D. Varker, post-graduate work, 
Edinburgh, Scotland. 

J. W. Walker, Selma, N. C. 

L. M. Wenger, Bergton, Va. 

H. R. Woody, Buchanan, Va. 

V. N. Wyrich, Jr., Brookneal, Va. 

H. D. Yeuell, Montevallo, Ala. 


ASSEMBLY’S TRAINING SCHOOL 
Hazel Alexander, DCE, Albemarle, N. C. 
Imogene Bailey, DCE-Secy., Central church, 
Meridian, Miss. 

Louise Bauguess, DCE, Falls Church, Va. 

Vergie Bowlby (Church of God), Board of 
Education, Anderson, Ind. 

Shirley (Mrs. Robt.) Boyd, 
seminary student's wife. 

Elizabeth Brunskill, orphans’ home, 
Barium Springs, N. C. 

Rose Cameron, DCE, Washington, N. C. 

Margaret Ann Choate, DCE, 
Goldsboro, N. C, 

Tempe Claxton, DCE, Highland Heights 
church, Memphis, Tenn. 

Mrs. J. W. Cohill, Camp Lejeune, N.C 
chaplain’s wife. 

Margaret Cowan, youth director, Highland 
Park church, Dallas, Texas, 

Helen (Mrs. John) Dawson, secy., presby- 
tery’s office, San Antonio, Texas. 

Allena Doggett, DCE, Texas City, Texas 

Margaret Ann Dyson, DCE, Longview, 
Texas. 

Ann Faucette, missionary to Korea. 

Marjorie Felder, orphans’ home, 
Barium Springs, N. C. 

Dantzler Frazer, DCE, Asheboro, N. C. 

Elizabeth Gordon, DCE, Charles Town, 
W. Va. 

Virginia Hearn, DCE, Tarboro, N. C. 

Martha Holman, DCE, Third church, 
Houston, Texas. 

Naney Lu Hudson, DCE, First church, 
York, S. C. 

Mary D. Lawter, Spartanburg, S. C., plans 
uncertain; probably teaching. 

Marcile Leiter, home mission work, 
Highland area, Ky. 

Ethel G. Libby, DCE in Episcopal church. 

Peggy B. (Mrs. W. R.) Long, pastor’s wife, 
Potosi, Mo. 

Blake Mack engaged to J. W. Jeffries, 
seminary graduate. 

Martha Mayfield, engaged to Robt. S. New- 
comb, seminary student. 

Patsy (Mrs. Ed) McLeod, seminary 
student's wife. 


” 


Betty Ann MeFadden, engaged to Collier S. 
Harvey, Fishersville, Va. 

Patricia Minear, DCE, Cisco, Texas. 

Mable C. Morley, DCE, First church, North 
Little Rock, Ark. 

Eleanor (Mrs. D. H.) Moylan, seminary 
student’s wife. 

Olene Pleasants, DCE, Greenville, N. C. 

Sue Ruddock, DCE, Greenwood, S. C. 

Jean Seruggs, Methodist Children’s Home, 
Quinton, Va. 

Betty Sue Sessions, Indian work, Govt. 
service, Idabel, Okla. 

Betty (Mrs. John K.) Borreson, pastor’s 
wife, Huntington, W. Va. 

Martha Stanley, DCE, Kinston, N. C. 

June M. (Mrs. Thos. W.) Taylor, missionary 
to Korea. 

Dorothy Wehner, DCE, Crestview (USA) 
church, Columbus, Ohio. 

Elke Wiebers, returns to Germany to work 
in Lutheran Church. 

Betty Winsett, DCE, Westminster church, 
Dallas, Texas. 
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GROWING THROUGH PRAYER 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


Sunday School Lesson for July 25, 1954 
Luke 11:1-13; Philippians 4:6-7 


It is not possible, as we have seen, for of a season of prayer, they asked him, 


a Christian to stand still religiously. He 
is either progressing or retrogressing, 
gaining or losing, growing or diminish- 
ing in his knowledge of God, in spiritual 
power and peace. 

One of the essential means of growth, 
as confirmed by the experience of many 
generation of Christians, is Bible study 
—which was our topic of study a week 
ago. Another which has proved itself, 
in the experience of those most qualified 
to speak, is prayer. 

“Every art has its technique and none 
more than the art of living,” writes A. H. 
Rice. 

“In every profession we expect to give 
years of preparation in hard study before 
we can hope to attain any degree of mas- 
tery. But in the greatest of all arts we 
too frequently expect to achieve without 
struggle. If for even a short time each 
day we can turn away from all that is 
material and troubling, and live above 
space and time, for that period we will 
be living in the Kingdom of God. 
Through meditation, quiet thinking and 
prayer, we can get self out of the way 
and leave the channel free for divine life 
to work through us. 

“Each morning before the machinery of 
the day is set in motion we should seek 
a quiet spot and make a conscious read- 
justment of our personal lives to the high- 
est possible spiritual level... . 

“There seems to be no bounds to the 
heights human nature can attain, if the 
aspiration be sufficiently noble and the 
faith and effort sufficiently steadfast. 
Heroic souls throughout the ages have at- 
tested this. Apparently insurmountable 
physical handicaps, mental and moral de- 
feats and failures have been met and con- 
quered, and man at his best has become 
a co-worker with God for the establish- 
ment of his Kingdom.” (Quoted by Kirby 
Page in Living Joyously. published by 
Rinehart and Co.) 

But how are we to pray to secure these 
high ends? 


1. The Approach 

Christ’s disciples were certainly more 
religious than the average man; they had 
been accustomed to pray all their lives, 
probably as good Jews, three times every 
day and for long periods on the Sabbath; 
yet after living in the company of Christ 
they became dissatisfied with their own 
prayer life, doubtless because they dis- 
covered what prayer meant to Jesus and 
by implication what it might mean to 
them. Many a time when they awoke in 
the morning they found his place vacant 
and were aware, without being told, that 
he was away, up on the hillside in pray- 
er. Jesus prayed, he lived in the atmos- 
phere of prayer, and yet he gave no rules, 
and so one day while he was in.the midst 
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“Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught 
his disciples.” 

Perhaps they wanted some special form 
or formula such as the rabbis were ac- 
customed to give to their disciples, and 
as John has given to those who looked to 
him. Jesus replied by granting them a 
matchless model, and then by encourag- 
ing them to pray persistently in the as- 
surance that such prayer will surely be 
heard. 

The Lord’s Prayer, as we have come 
to call it, was not intended as a form 
which was to be used rigidly on all oc- 
casions, but as a type which should mold 
all prayer, however free and varied and 
spontaneous it may be. We should note 
that the older manuscripts of Luke’s 
Gospel (followed by the RSV) give us a 
shorter form of the prayer than the one 
we find in Matthew’s Gospel (6:9-13) 
and in the later manuscripts of Luke 
(followed by the KJV). 

Following the more familiar form we 
note that there are six petitions, preceded 
by an invocation. 

The opening invocation suggests the 
spirit in which we ought to pray: “Our 
Father, who art in heaven.” (1) It must 
be a filial spirit. More than any other 
word, the name Father tells us what God 
is. When we pray we are to remember 
that he loves each one of us as though 
there were only one of us to love (to use 
Augustine’s phrase) and that he is more 
ready to give us good gifts than any 
earthly Father is to give good gifts unto 
his child. (2) It must be a reverent 
spirit, for God is our Father in heaven, 
a holy God, who has all power at his 
disposal. (3) It must be a brotherly 
spirit, for God is our Father. If we un- 
derstand the implications of this phrase 
we will not be able to pray a selfish 
prayer. What we ask for ourselves we 
must be able to ask for others. We need 
to remember that Ged seeks to be a 
Father to all mankind, and that poten- 
tially all men are brothers. 


ll. The Objects 

The Lord’s Prayer teaches us some- 
thing about the objects for which we 
should pray. The first three petitions 
relate to God’s cause in the world; the 
final three to our own needs. This order 
indicates very plainly that we should sub- 
ordinate our personal wants to the honor 
of God and to his purposes. There are 
times, of course, when our own needs 
will be in the foreground, but even here 
the needs of the Kingdom should be in 


the background, as in Gethsemane, “nev- 
ertheless not my will but thine be done.” 

We come to the first petition: ‘Hal- 
lowed be thy name.” God’s ‘“‘name” rep- 
resents his revealed character. To hal- 
low means to make known as holy, when 
applied to God; to regard as holy when 
applied to men. We pray in this petition 
that God will reveal to us the holiness of 
his character, his purpose, as we study 
his revelation, as we delve into the secrets 
of nature, as we search the pages of his- 
tory, as we ponder the meaning of our 
own experience; he will enable us and 
other men to recognize and reverence this 
revelation of himself wherever found. 

“Thy Kingdom come.” God’s King- 
dom or reign was the supreme object of 
Jesus’ work and passion, the goal to 
which all his activities were directed. As 
we pray for the coming of the Kingdom, 
we pray that God’s rule may be estab- 
lished in our own hearts, and in the 
hearts of other men, both individually 
and collectively. We pray also for the 
glorious consummation of the Kingdom. 

“Thy will be done as in heaven, so in 
earth.” We pray here that God’s will 
may be carried out in our own lives, and 
that other men may submit their wills to 
God; that society in all its manifesta- 
tions may reflect God’s will; that our so- 
cial order, our economic order, our in- 
ternational order, may be all that God 
desires. 

The last three petitions have to do with 
our own needs: First, our material needs: 
“Give us day by day our daily bread.” 
The tense of the first verb has the force 
of “continually give.” The word trans- 
lated “daily” is a difficult word which 
does not appear elsewhere in the Greek. 
It means, perhaps, our bread for the 
coming day, the natural petition to offer 
in the evening, or else, our needful bread. 
‘When we say, ‘Give us our bread,’ says 
Marcus Dods, ‘“‘we do not expect that 
God will lift us above the common and 
toiling ways of men, nor loosen us from 
the hard and burdensome conditions of 
this life, raining on us bread from heav- 
en, but we trust that he will find for us 
labor such as shall not win us bread, but 
be otherwise beneficial to us.” Note also 
that we pray not for our own bread alone, 
but “Give us this day our daily bread.” 
It makes a great difference whether we 
are concerned with our own needs only, 
or also for the needs of other men. 

The last two petitions have to do with 
our spiritual needs: “Forgive us our 
sins.” ‘‘Forgiveness” someone has said, 
“is a fundamental need of life and is a 
root of purity and peace and power.” 
Many men, many Christians even, do not 
know mental peace, because they have 
never laid hold on God’s forgiveness. But 
Jesus does not stop there. He says: 
‘Forgive us our sins, for we also forgive 
everyone that is indebted to us.” We 
cannot experience God’s forgiveness un- 
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less we are willing to forgive those who 
have wronged us. 

“And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.” This last petition 
looks to the future as the former does to 
the past. The man who utters it realizes 
his weakness and his dependence on God. 
Temptation is not merely temptation to 
sin, but temptation to anxiety, fear, bit- 
terness, what we regard as the trials of 
life, as well as temptation in the nar- 
rower sense. Jesus teaches us to pray 
that we may not be too often or too 
severely tried, and that when we are 
tried, God will deliver us. It is a prayer 
for protection, as the former is for pardon. 

This then is the model prayer. It is 
a summary of all other prayers, though it 
does not supersede them. It covers all 
our earthly and spiritual needs, and gives 
expression to all our heavenly aspira- 
tions. And it is a pattern for all our 
prayers. It shows us what supplications 
may be made, and in what spirit they 
ought to be made. We may pray for all 
that tends to the glory of God or the good 
of man; but the glory of God comes first, 
and our aim must be that his will be 
done in us, and not that it may be 
changed in accordance with ours. In 
praying for our needs we are to ask for 
the supply of our material needs, but we 
are to put the emphasis on our spiritual 
needs, forgiveness for the past, protec- 
tion for the future. 


lll. The Method, Luke 11:5-9 


To encourage his disciples in this sort 
of prayer, and to tell them further how 
they should pray, Jesus tells, with con- 
siderable humor, the story of the im- 
portunate friend, who was called upon 
to entertain an unexpected guest. A host’s 
first duty on such an occasion was to 
share bread and salt with his visitor. But 
in this particular case there was not a 
piece of bread in the house. So the host 
goes to a neighbor’s house and asks for 
assistance. The neighbor was not un- 
obliging; his reluctance to get up was due 
to the inconvenience of disturbing the 
whole family as he would have to do, 
since they were all herded together in 
one dark room. But as the friend con- 
tinued to pound the door the man within 
grumblingly arose, not because he was 
his friend, but because he was constrained 
by his importunity (literally, his shame- 
lessness ). 


Jesus does not mean, of course, that 
we must beg God for his blessings, or 
that God is unwilling to give us those 
things of which we have need. He does 
mean that we must have the same per- 
sistence with regard to the spiritual things 
of life that we have for material things. 
There are some things that God cannot 
give us until we have prepared our hearts 
to receive them by persistent prayer. 
Such prayers are not a begging of God, 
but they are a proof of our own earnest- 
ness. 

“Ask,” said Jesus, “and it will be 
given you; seek, and you will find; 
knock, and it will be opened to you.” 
The Greek tense indicates intensive ac- 
tion. We are to ask and keep on asking, 
to seek and keep on seeking, to knock 
and keep on knocking. There are some 
who regard these verbs as synonyms. But 
that is probably not the case. To ask 
is to offer a petition; to seek involves 
mental travail; to knock requires physical 
exertion. We do not really pray unless 
we ask, seek and knock at the same time. 
“The weakness of much of our praying 
is that it expresses itself in words, but 
not in work. We ask God to do some- 
thing for us and then we do not do any- 
thing about it ourselves.” We ask but 
we do not seek; and when obstacles op- 
pose themselves we do not knock and 
keep on knocking. 


IV. The Results, Luke 11:9-13 

Jesus says, “Ask and it will be given 
vou; seek, and vou will find; knock and 
it will be opened to you.” But he does 
not say that we will be given what we 
asked for; that we shall find what we 
expected; that what waits for us on the 
other side of the door will be altogether 
to our taste. 

True prayer, says Jesus, is best illus- 
trated by the relationship between any 
father worthy of the name and his little 
son. If the son asks for bread, will the 
father give him a stone? If he asks him 
for a fish, will he give him a serpent? If 
he asks for an egg, will he give him a 
scorpion ? 

Why does Jesus use these particular 
illustrations? Undoubtedly because so 
often Gcd seems to have deceived us, 
actually to have mocked us, to give us a 
stone when we have asked for bread, to 
have given us a scorpion when we asked 
for an egg. 





EDGAR G. GAMMON, President 
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We are not to be deceived by first ap- 
pearances, Jesus seems to say. God may 
not give us what we ask for (a wise 
earthly father will not grant every re- 
quest of his child) but he will give us 
something far better. “If you then who 
are evil know how to give good gifts to 
your children, how much will the heaven- 
ly Father give the Holy Spirit to those 
who ask him?” The Holy Spirit is the 
greatest gift that God can give, because 
he is God himself as he lives and works 
in man, because he is the source of every 
spiritual gift, and contains the totality 
of them all. We ask according to the 
measure of our wants. God answers us 
according to the measure of our need, and 
according to our capacity to receive. 


V. Postscript by Paul 

More light on prayer is thrown by 
Paul’s words in Philippians 4:6-8. What 
are we to pray for? Paul says we are 
to have no anxiety about anything—that 
includes the big things as well as the 
little things, but in everything—that in- 
cludes the little things as well as the big 
things—let your requests be made known 
unto God. God is our Father and we 
are encouraged to come to him with every- 
thing which is on our hearts. 

How are we to pray? “In everything 
by prayer and supplication with thanks- 
giving let your requests be made known 
to God.” With thanksgiving. Paul puts 
much emphasis on that. 

And what can we expect prayer under 
these circumstances to accomplish? “The 
peace of God, which passes all under- 
standing,” says Paul, “will keep your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” 
Books claiming to chart the way that 
leads to peace of mind have sold by the 
hundreds of thousands in recent years, 
evidently because there are hundreds of 
thousands who wish to find a peace of 
mind which hitherto has eluded them. 
Paul gives us a workable formula, which 
any one of us can prove in his own ex- 
perience: “Have no anxiety about any- 
thing, but in eversthing by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known to God, and the 
peace of God, which passes all under- 
standing, will keep your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus.” 


But to secure this peace of God there 
must be prayer and supplication—with 
thanksgiving — thanksgiving for the 
blessings we have enjoyed in the past, 
thanksgiving for the blessings which we 
enjoy now, even in the midst of our deep- 
est distress, thanksgiving for the grace of 
God which is available to us through 
Jesus Christ. This phrase “with thanks- 
giving” many of us have discovered in 
our own personal experiences to be the 
key for the realization of Paul’s great 


promise. 

Lesson topic and Scripture selections copyrighted by 
the Division of Education, National Council of Churches, 
Scripture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 
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BOOK NOTES 


LYMAN ABBOT: CHRISTIAN EVOLU- 
TIONIST—A Study in Religious Liberalism. 
By Ira V. Brown. Frank S. and Elizabeth D. 
Brewer Prize Essay of the American Society 
of Church History for 1949. Harvard Uni- 
versity Press, Cambridge, Mass. 303 pp., 
$5.00. 


Lyman Abbot succeeded Henry Ward 
Beecher as the pastor of the famous Ply- 
mouth Congregational Church in Brook- 
lyn; he continued at the same time to 
edit The Outlook, which, in the opening 
decades of the 20th century, was one of 
America’s most influential journals of 
opinion. He served as editor of this 
paper for 46 years, from 1876 (it was 
then termed The Christian Union) until 
his death in 1922, and during this period 
he commented on nearly every significant 
issue of his times. As preacher, editor, 
author, and lecturer he was perhaps the 
most influential clergymen in America. 

Not a creative thinker, Dr. Abbot re- 
flected and popularized the growing lib- 
eralism of his day, sharing its belief in 
the inevitable moral progress of mankind, 
and finding the revelation of God in his- 
tory, and in science, as much, if not more, 
than in the Christian Scriptures. Besides 
the promotion of Christian unity, writes 
the author, Lyman Abbot performed in 
greater or lesser degree three other notable 
services for American Christianity. He 
persuaded thousands that science was not 
incompatible with religion. He was 
among those who infused a new ethical 
tone into theology, emphasizing the re- 
lation of religion to social problems [the 
so-called social gospel]. He awakened 
church people to America’s international 
obligations in a period when the nation 
had not outgrown isolationism.” 

This life of Lyman Abbot by the as- 
sistant professor of history at Pennsyl- 
vania State College is interesting in it- 
self, as the biography of one of Amer- 
ica’s most significant clergyman; inter- 
esting and instructive also because in the 
life of Lyman Abbot we can follow the 
development of American Liberalism to 


BOOK MANUSCRIPTS 
INVITED 


If you are looking for a publisher, send for our free, illus 
trated booklet titled To the Author in Search of a Pub- 
lisher. It tells how we can publish, promote and dis- 
tribute your book, as we have done for hundreds of other 
writera. All subjects considered. New authors welcomed. 
Write today for Rooklet P. It’s free. 

VANTAGE PRESS. tnc., 120 W 34 St.. N.Y 4 


6253 Hollywood Blvd., Hollywood 28, Calif. 








its apogee in the period of World War 
I. The evolutionary optimism of Lyman 
Abbot is now thoroughly discredited and 
theology has moved back to a more real- 
istic view of man, and to a greater ap- 
preciation of God’s historic revelation in 
the Scriptures of the Old and New Tes- 
taments. 
ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON. 


Students Provide Books 


. .. We were touched when we learned 
that university students of the State of 
Texas had collected 70,000 books of va- 
rious kinds to export gratis to the people 
of Nigeria. 

A firm hand, then, to the Reverend 
James H. Robinson, who has made it 
his goal to create the first public library 
in Nigeria. Mr. Robinson met with a 
group of African students. He says one 
of the students told him he’d prepared 
for his exam in the New Testament by 
first writing out in longhand all the Gos- 
pels and the Book of Acts. Another stu- 
dent showed him fifty pages he’d copied 
from an Algebra book. So they’d copied 
from what was available and then boned 
up for exams. When he heard and saw, 
Mr. Robinson felt, he says, “a deep sense 
of humility.” So do we.—Harvey BrEIT 
in the N. Y. Times Book Review. 





BOOKS RECEIVED 


Choosing Our Memories. Edward Kuhl- 
mann. Wartburg Press, Columbus, Ohio. 
$2.00. 

Adventures in Tranquality. A. and E. 
Matson. Philosophical Library, N. Y. $2.75. 

When Stones Hurt Your Feet. Karl H. 
A. Rest. Muhlenburg Press, Philadelphia. 
$1.50. 

Genius of Geneva. L. Penning. Wm. B. 
Eerdmans Publishing Co., Grand Rapids. 
$3.00. 

Chinese Gordon, Lawrence & Elizabeth 


FOLDING | 





Pt 











Direct Prices and 
Discounts To 


Churches, 

Schools, Hotels 

Clubs # Societies and 
A jail Organizations 
\\ WRITE FOR 

Manufactured By CATALOG 


THE “WMoni0e. COMPANY 


COLFAX, IOWA 





80 CHURCH STREET 








congregational singing. 
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FOR CHURCH MUSICIANS 


General Assembly’s Training School . . . August 2-13 


Instruction in adult and children’s choir training, organ and voice, worship and 
Nationally famous faculty: 
Professor of Church Music Assembly’s Training School; Henry Pfohl, Plymouth 
Church of the Pilgrims, Brooklyn, N. Y.; Madeline Dean Ingram, Lynchburg Col- 
lege, Lynchburg, Va.; William Watkins, New York Avenue Presbyterian Church, 
For information, write: 


Patrick H. Carmichael, Director of Summer Sessions, 
3400 Brook Road, Richmond 27, Va. 


James Rawlings Sydnor, 
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Hanson. Funk & Wagnalls, N. Y. $4.00. 


The Book of Ezekiel—Vol. 1. Julius A. 
Bewer. Harper & Bros., N. Y. 75¢, paper. 





Step by Step 






How your church can raise 
the money needed for a 
new building or for major 
improvements— 

the method experienced 
fund raisers have proved 
will succeed 


RAISING 
MONEY 
for CHURCH 
BUILDING 
PROJECTS 


by Arthur 
Ww. 
Lumley 








Here are complete 


details of the meth- 
| od experienced fund 
raisers—w orking 
with churches of all 
sizes and situations 








—have proved to be 
the one best way to 
raise _ substantial 
amounts of money. 





MR. LUMLEY, who has spent years 
in conducting fund campaigns him- 
self, shows 


¢ How to set up a time schedule 
¢ How to organize personnel 


¢ How to prepare pledge cards 
and other printed materials 


¢ How to do the many tasks that 
are essential to success. 


Tested, effec- 
tive techniques 
that you can use 
to raise money 
for your church. 


$2 at all 
bookstores 
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Duke University Library 


| ‘Durham, m Cs L-11 


MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 


Stanley L. Bennett, now pastor of the 
Craig Avenue A. R. P. church, Charlotte, 
N. C., has accepted a call to the Mon- 
treat, N. C., church effective August. 1. 

John H. Buzhardt, of the Ebenezer 
A. R. P. church, Charlotte, N. C., will 
become pastor of the New Hope (U. S.) 
church, RFD, Gastonia, N. C., July 27. 

Warren R. Hall, Jr., former assistant 
pastor, Bryan, Texas, has begun his new 
work at 118 E. 10th Ave., Belton, Texas. 

Russell M. Kerr from Matthews, N. C., 
to Mint Hill Sta., Box 16, Charlotte, N. C. 

Wm. F. Pruitt and family from the 
Belgian Congo to Union, W. Va. 

Basil V. Hicks, Hazard, Ky., will begin 
his new work as pastor of the Park Hill 
church, North Little Rock, Ark., July 15. 

J. Davison Philips from Thomasville, 
Ga., to the Decatur, Ga., church. 

Richard L. Summers from Slidell, La., 
to 924 E. Beach, Gulfport, Miss. 

L. C. Rudolph, who has been complet- 
ing his Ph. D. work at the Yale Divinity 
School, is the new Assistant to the Presi- 
dent of Louisville Seminary and _ in- 
structor in church history. He has 
already assumed his new duties. 

D. Edward Renegar, formerly 
Okolona church, Louisville, Ky., 
new pastor of the Guerrant 
church, Jackson, Ky. 

E. V. Peyton from 
Topping, Va. 

Wm. P. Boyle and family from Toku- 
shima, Japan, to Rural Retreat, Va., on 
furlough. 

James J. Alexander from Birmingham, 
Ala., to 620 Avery St., Decatur, Ga. 

L. C. Rudolph from Bridgeport, Conn., 
to 109 E. Broadway, Louisville 2, Ky. 

Marion F. Reynolds, formerly of South- 
minster church, Houston, is now assis- 
tant minister of the Bellaire, Texas, 
church, 5001 Bellaire Blvd. 

John A. Cannon, Jr., from Cramerton, 
N. C., to the Bethpage church, Rt. 4, Box 
511, Kannapolis, N. C. 
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DEATH 

John Timothy Stone, 85, died June 27, 
in Chicago, Ill. Oldest living former 
Moderator in the Presbyterian Church, 
USA, Dr. Stone was long pastor of the 


Fourth church, Chicago. He was Mod- 
erator of the USA Assembly when the 
U. S. and United Assemblies met to- 
gether in Atlanta. 


NATIONAL COUNCIL 

R. Norris Wilson, of the missions staff 
of the Congregational Christian churches, 
is the new executive director of Church 
World Service, international relief agency 
of the National Council of Churches, suc- 
ceeding Wynn C. Fairfield, effective this 
fall. 


AT YOUTH ASSEMBLY 

Joseph M. Gettys, First church, Dallas, 
Texas, was the Bible hour leader and 
trainer of Bible study leaders at the 
recent National Youth Assembly at the 
University of Illinois. 


DEGREE 


Manford G. Gutzke, professor of Eng- 
lish Bible and Christian education at 
Columbia Seminary, received his Ph. D. 
degree at the recent Columbia University 
commencement. His dissertation was on, 
“Some Implications for Education in Re- 
ligion in John Dewey's Conception of 
Intelligence.” Publication is expected. 
Dr. Gutzke is to visit the National Pres- 
byterian Church of Brazil during the 
summer, lecturing at the Recife and 
Campinas Seminaries. 


DCEs 

Carolyn Conde, formerly of the St. 
Johns church, Jacksonville, Fla., began 
her new work as director of -Christian 
education in the First church, Dunedin, 
Fla., July 1. 


Irish Presbyterian Divinity 
Students Reprimanded 


BeELFast (RNS)—Five divinity stu- 
dents of the Irish Presbyterian Church 
who staged a prank against a clergyman 
were reprimanded by its General Assem- 
bly here for “conduct unbecoming to fu- 
ture ministers.” 

The students, ringleaders of a band 
of 20 from the church’s college in Bel- 
fast, “kidnapped” J. M. Barkley, min- 
ister of Cooke Centenary church here, 
after the Assembly had elected him to the 
Chair of Church History at the college. 
They put a tall hat on his head and an 
umbrella in his hand and took him 
through the streets of the city in a cart 
to the “Black Man”—statue of Henry 
Cooke, Presbyterian reformer. There he 
was “installed” to his new Chair and his 
photograph taken beside the statue of 
Dr. Cooke. 


Following a complaint to the Assem- 
bly by other ministers the five students 
appeared before the body and apologized. 


eNOTE—Dr. Barkley’s election had an 
interesting history (OvuTLOOK, Oct. 5, Nov. 
2, 1953). At the 1953 Assembly there was 
a tie vote, in addition to some misused 
proxies. In the fall at a special election 
the vote was tied again, so the matter was 
deferred to the 1954 Assembly. This may 
explain the unusual prank reported above. 
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